Stimulus Session—June 17th 

Question and Answer Session

Question: contact information on how to contact panelists
How to apply specifically and get materials to apply and the criteria and qualifications

A: For any questions 373-2349 HCD once there is something to apply for we will have applications up until now we have only had a community block funding energy block grant will have an application in July or August. Watch the city stimulus website it will be available there, we will also put out mass emails using groups like the consortium
Call 373 CITY (2489), and ask for Denise Turner, Dan Curry or Lillian Plummer

Go to the C main website you will see economic stimulus link check weekly the information is updated. Shaded parts of the document posted are the changes that have occurred.  

Is there a shortage of foreclosed or rental properties?
There is always a shortage specifically low rent fair market rent 550, always a need for affordable rentals the neighborhood stabilization funding will address this 

Immigrant assimilation discretionary funding available 

There were some opportunities not as much but some

What type of funds are available for block developing if a whole block is being redeveloped and houses are being relocated or torn down and what dept do we address?
Funds will be available through HCD through the block development grant, its 500k, the city receives an allocation of 2m a year and the city appoints the community resource board advises the funds that are spent and they meet the first Thursday of the month or contact the HCD office. 

For areas that are not covered or funds that haven’t been given to the city is it in our best interest to work with the city to figure out how we can get money for example education to make that happen. 

Actually it’s important to know how funds are distributed education and health will come through formula funding and will go through the county and comes in the way of bricks and mortar there is some funding for innovative programming

Are there mechanisms in place for folks who are doing well can contribute or donate money towards workforce development?
Work with nonprofits habitat and housing GSO and CFGG and depend on community resources city leverages public money because of the work the nonprofits the do not sure there is structure in place for private donors to contribute but there are opportunities for them to use the local nonprofits

 We will be putting in place a method for this to occur to create scholarships for summer employment for children
Money for emergency for food shelter and childcare goes through DSS in Raleigh
Emergency food and shelter program has already been in existence and goes through a local board that funding has been allocated (please reference the Impact NC sheet) childcare will go through GC and will go through formula funding and to childcare that is in place.
Is there any assistance to sole proprietorships is there only through job link for 

Best thing is to call the gso partnership rob clapper first place to start; The job link is the sole for money for workforce development dollars, the other stimulus dollars are through the employment sec commission to work with dislocated workers in skilled industry will allow 56 weeks for trade eligible training for up to three years the other is for reemployment services for individuals who have exhausted or will exhaust there unemployment insurance there is about 80 mil and 54 were distributed to NC workforce to date 13 mil has been distributed to community colleges, currently working with gtcc to identify new programs and expand the capacity of the colleges its referred to 12 and 6

Job link is at capacity.

On the job training and incumbent training is that open to nonprofits 

We can not get a straight answer from the state the example the state has given is that it is  open to hospitals  local gov’t and those with representation on the workforce board are not eligible

What are the contracting possibilities for weatherization, transportation and education is there somewhere those opportunities will be posted and where does the city stand on making sure minorities sand women have access to those opportunities and how will this be tracked
We are working with the a small group within the city making sure contracting currently works so we are reaching minority and women contractors. The key part is to make sure you are registered with the city as a contractor and have local and state licensures in place. Part of what the city is doing is making sure they know where the contractors are and they are identified. 
How do they know they are registered? Check with MWBE within the city to make sure you are on the list

